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The Long Cab Ride

Kay and Martez just got to Mexico 
with Kay’s mom and dad . They are at 
the airport . They are looking for a cab 
that will take them to the place where 
they are staying . 

Kay’s dad waves his hand and gets a 
cab . 





A man jumps out of a cab and 
shouts, “Greetings! I’m Carlos . Where 
can I drive you on this fine day?”

“To the inn,” says Kay’s dad .

Carlos steps on the gas . The cab 
picks up speed . 

“I will take you to the inn,” Carlos 
says, “and on the way I will take you 
to see some nice sites here in Mexico . 
There are lots of nice sites on the way, 
or just out of the way a bit .” 

“Thanks,” says Kay’s dad, “but we 
are tired from the trip . So you can just 
take us to where we are staying .”





“Here in Mexico,” Carlos says, 
“we have all sorts of land . There are 
hills and plains . There are deserts, 
rainforests, and wetlands . I will take 
you to see some wetlands on the way! 
They are not far out of the way .”

“Wetlands?” says Kay’s dad . 
“Where’s the inn?” He starts to say 
something else, but Kay’s mom jabs 
him in the back .

“Hush!” she whispers . “Let him 
share .” 





Carlos waves his hands and describes 
things as he drives . 

“Should you use those hands to drive 
the cab?” Kay’s dad asks .

But Carlos keeps talking . “On the 
left, you can see a soccer game . Soccer 
is a big sport in Mexico .”

“That is an Aztec shrine,” Carlos 
says .

“Here is a good place for shopping .”

“That is my mom’s house .”

At last, the cab zips up to the inn .

Carlos tells Kay’s dad the price of 
the cab ride . Kay’s dad is upset . It was 
a long ride, and he must pay a lot . He 
hates to pay so much . But what can he 
do? 






