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Merchants in Boston (shown here) and other eastern cities wanted to 
avoid a war.

Chapter 2

The War Hawks

At first, President Madison tried to keep America 
out of the war . He tried to make a deal with the British . 
He asked them to stop taking American sailors . He 
asked them to stop trading with Native Americans . But 
he did not ask Congress to declare war . 

This made some people happy . There were many 
people in the United States who did not care to go 
to war . Most merchants and traders felt this way . 
Most of them had homes in the cities along the East 
Coast . They traded with Great Britain, as well as 
other countries . A war would mean less trade between 
countries . It would mean sunken ships and lost goods . 
A war would cost them money . For this reason, as well 
as some others, most merchants opposed the war .



In 1812, the United States was much smaller than it is today. There 
were far fewer states. Many people who lived in the western states were 
War Hawks, who wanted to go to war with the British.

But others felt a war was needed . The states out 
west, like Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee, were closer 
to Native American land . The settlers in these states 
were scared of Native Americans . They were also angry 
with the British . 

These people were called “War Hawks .” They 
made loud, angry speeches . They complained about 
impressment . They complained that the British were 
selling guns to Native Americans . They felt the United 
States needed to declare war .



War Hawks, like Henry Clay, made angry speeches in Congress.

When some War Hawks found out that the British 
were selling guns to Native Americans, it made them 
angry . 

These War Hawks gave President Madison an 
earful . They got up in Congress and made angry 
speeches . They said that the United States should stand 
up to Great Britain . They said that Madison should ask 
Congress to declare war .


