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You Never Can Tell
Jack said that he could sell the coin that I 

found for three hun·dred bucks . But I kept it 
and took it back to Nan’s cab·in .

We got a snack from the kitch·en and then 
start·ed to chat . 

“Can I see the coin?” Nan asked .

I stretched out my arm and gave it to her . 

“If this coin had lips,” Nan said, “what would 
it tell us? Would it tell us who left it in that cave 
and why he or she was there? What mag·ic 
tale could it tell us?”

“I wish it would,” I said . “What is the leg·end 
of this coin?

I stared at the coin for a bit .



“Could it be that a robb·er hid it there?” I 
asked . “Did they have robb·ers back then?”

“You bet they did,” said Nan . “But why would 
the robb·er hide just one coin? It seems like he 
would hide a large batch of coins .”

“Per·haps he did not have a large batch,” I 
said . “Per·haps this was all he stole .”

“If that’s all he stole,” said Nan, “then he was 
not such a good robb·er!”

“Nan,” I said, “there’s no such thing as a 
good robb·er!”

Nan smiled and nodd·ed .



Af·ter a bit I said, “If this coin costs three 
hun·dred bucks, a robb·er would feel like he 
had to hide it .”

“Well,” Nan said . “Span·ish coins like this 
one are rare, so Jack can sell them for a lot of 
cash . But back when this coin was made, it was 
not rare . There were a lot of coins just like this 
one . Back then this coin was sort of like a dime .”

I took a dime out of my pock·et and said, 
“So if I keep this dime for a long time, un·til it 
gets rare and there are not a lot of them left, 
will it be a three hun·dred buck dime?” 

“It could happ·en,” said Nan . “You nev·er can 
tell!”


