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The Boat Trip

Word of how Brave Sir Gus had driven away the 
troll went across the kingdom . The tale soon reached 
King Alfred . The king was so grateful to Sir Gus that 
he changed his name from Sir Gus the Fearless to Sir 
Gus the Utterly Fearless . Sir Gus was given a splendid, 
but rather large, red robe to keep as a symbol of his 
bravery . 

To celebrate the defeat of the troll, the king invited 
his knights to go hunting with him . Eleven of the 
knights rode off with the king to hunt for red deer and 
wild pigs . Sir Gus, however, didn’t go . He did not like 
hunting . It was far too dangerous . 

Rather than go hunting, Sir Gus took a long, 
relaxing bath . Then he went to the kitchen to see what 
tasty foods were being prepared .



The next day, King Alfred decided to go sailing on 
his boat . He insisted that his knights all go with him . 
And so, right after lunch, the knights made their way 
south to the coast . One by one they stepped onto the 
king’s boat .

Sir Gus wanted to tell the king that he did not like 
boats or water . In fact, the two together made him very 
sick indeed . But he didn’t want to upset the king, so he 
joined the party .

It was a nice afternoon when the boat set sail . The 
sun shone . The water was calm . There was not a cloud 
in the sky . 

The king appeared on deck . 

“Isn’t this wonderful?” he said . “Sir Gus, I trust you 
are having a wonderful time?” 

“Yes, indeed, I am,” replied Sir Gus, lying . 



Then, late in the afternoon, the sky darkened . The 
wind began to blow . Large waves began to beat on the 
side of the boat . Sir Gus began to feel ill . 

The king was alarmed . He and eleven of the knights 
had to fight to keep the boat afloat in the strong winds 
and rising waves . 

As for Sir Gus, he was so sick he no longer cared if 
the boat floated or sank . He couldn’t stand up . He lay 
in the bottom of the boat moaning and groaning . 

And that is why no one saw the large pirate ship 
approaching .


