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The King’s Ghost

“Ar! Do as we say or die!” came the sound of a large 
booming voice from somewhere on the water .

King Alfred and eleven of his knights jumped with 
fright . They had all tried to sail the boat in the stormy 
waves and strong winds . They looked up to see a pirate 
ship flying a black flag . The pirate ship had sailed up 
next to the king’s boat .

The king and the eleven knights were not prepared 
to fight . The knights did not have their swords or 
shields with them . 



“I will count to ten,” shouted the pirate chief . “If 
you do not hand over the king and his boat by then, 
we will attack! We do not care to harm you, but if we 
must, then we must!”

The pirate chief began to count, “One, two  .  .  . um .” 
He hesitated . (Pirates aren’t good at math!)

“Three,” came a voice from below . It was Sir Gus . 
He was lying down below the deck, and he was feeling 
very ill . 

Sir Gus was so ill that he had no idea what was 
happening . The strong winds had kept him from 
hearing what the pirate chief had said . All he could 
make out was the sound of someone counting . 

“Thank you,” said the pirate chief . He went on 
counting . “Seven, eight, nine  .  .  .”

“Uuuuuug! Ooooooe!” came a loud and scary 
sound from inside King Alfred’s boat . 



“Uuuuuug! Ooooooe!”

“What is that hideous sound?” yelled the pirate . 

“It is the ghost of our last king, and it protects our 
ship!” replied Sir Tom . 

Sir Tom was well aware that, in fact, the hideous 
sound was coming from Sir Gus, who was feeling very 
sick indeed, but he was hoping to scare the pirates away 
with a ghost story .

“Uuuuuug! Ooooooe!” came the sound again .

“If you harm the king,” Sir Tom shouted, “you will 
be haunted by this evil, vengeful ghost! I will count to 
ten, and you had better go away, you thief! The ghost 
would rather not harm you, but if it must, then it 
must .”

Pirates are very afraid of ghosts . And so, within 
seconds, the pirate ship began to sail away . 



Not long after, the clouds cleared and the waves 
died down . Sir Gus felt some relief and came limping 
back up on deck .

“Well done, Sir Gus!” said the king . “You scared 
those evil pirates away by pretending to be a ghost .”

“I did?” said Sir Gus, still looking rather green in 
the face .

“Why, yes!” said the king . “Such a clever and 
helpful trick! How can I ever repay you for your 
wisdom and bravery? Perhaps I should award you a 
medal?”

“Your majesty,” said Sir Gus, “the best payment of 
all would be if you would order the captain to sail this 
boat back to land . I find the nautical life not to agree 
with me .”

And with that, the king’s boat sailed for home .


