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Betrayed

When all of the nobles and knights were assembled 
in the arena, King Alfred stood up . He welcomed King 
Henry, who was seated next to him . Then he gave the 
command to release the doves . 

At once a spectacle of white birds rose up into the 
clear, cloudless sky . The people gasped . Then they 
clapped and cheered . Finally everyone sat down to see 
the knights joust .



Sir Ed rode out . He was dressed like a knight 
prepared for battle . His horse was draped in red, as 
King Alfred had requested .

His opponent was a knight called Sir Basil . Sir 
Basil’s horse was draped in gold .

Sir Ed smiled at the cheering crowd . When King 
Alfred gave the command, the jousting began . The rival 
knights held their lances . Then they charged at each 
other . Within seconds Sir Ed had knocked Sir Basil to 
the ground . The crowd stood up and clapped loudly .



Next to enter the arena was Sir Gus . He rode in on 
the king’s horse .

His opponent was Sir Ivan . Sir Ivan was known 
to be a very fearsome knight . He was called the Black 
Knight because both he and his horse dressed mostly in 
black .

Sir Gus and his horse faced the Black Knight . Sir 
Gus was hoping that he would not begin to itch . He 
was hoping he would not faint . When the king gave the 
command, Sir Gus picked up his lance, closed his eyes, 
and charged at Sir Ivan .

With one blow from the Black Knight’s lance, Sir 
Gus was knocked clean off his horse . He landed on the 
ground with a thud . His helmet rolled off to one side . 
The crowd gasped . They waited for their hero, Sir Gus 
the Utterly Fearless, to get up . But Sir Gus did not get 
up . He was knocked out, which is just as well really, 
because what happened next would have scared him to 
death .




