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The King’s Birthday

Six months passed until King Alfred saw his 
knights . This time he did not need their help, but he 
asked them to come to his birthday party . The king had 
asked 500 people to join him . He had made plans for 
a large feast, as well as jousting, magic, and dancing . 
Everyone was very excited .

The palace was filled with five thousand candles . 
Gold cloth was draped on the walls . King Alfred had 
planned a treat for everyone . Just as the jousting was 
about to begin, a thousand white doves were to be 
released into the sky above the palace .

King Alfred asked King Henry, the king of another 
kingdom, to attend the birthday party . The twelve 
knights were coming, too . King Henry’s knights were 
going to challenge King Alfred’s knights in jousting . 
The winners would get 100 gold coins each .



On the day of the party, the king met with some of 
his knights .

“This is going to be the best party ever!” said the 
excited king . “I am eager to see each of you joust . I 
think King Henry and his knights will be amazed by 
your skill .”

“Winning will be our birthday gift to you, Sire!” 
said Sir Pete .

“We are the most feared knights of all time!” said 
Sir Tom . “We will crush them! We will make them 
cry!”

Sir Gus looked on as his fellow knights boasted of 
their skill . He did not join them . In fact, he was very 
nervous . He was hoping that he would not start itching 
and fall off his horse .

“I know you will win,” said the king . “And that will 
make a fine birthday present . I thank you in advance!”

The knights began to file out .



“Sir Gus!” called the king .

“Your majesty?” said Sir Gus .

“Do you like my birthday cake?” asked the king .

“Yes, Sire .”

“Do you see how the royal baker made a tiny king 
out of icing that looks just like me?”

“Yes, Sire .”

“It is a wonderful birthday present! But the best 
present of all will be seeing you defeat Sir Ivan the 
Black Knight in the jousting .”

“Sir Ivan?” asked Sir Gus nervously .

“Yes,” said the king . “He has made quite a fearsome 
name for himself . But I trust you will beat him .”

Sir Gus was too scared to speak .

“Well, then,” said the king . “Off you go! And happy 
birthday to me!”


