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This painting shows the Capitol Building after it was set on fire by the 
British.

Chapter 6

The Burning of Washington, D .C .

The British Army marched into Washington, D .C . 
The British soldiers were angry because the U .S . Army 
had burned York, the capital city of Canada . They 
planned to get back at the Americans by burning the 
U .S . Capitol Building . 

The British soldiers went to the Capitol Building . 
This was where the U .S . Congress met . They set it on 
fire . Then they marched down the hill to the President’s 
House . 

The British arrived just after Dolley Madison left . 
They broke down the doors and charged inside .



The British burned the President’s House.

The President’s House was empty . In the dining 
room, the table had been set for dinner . 

The British general sat down with some of his men . 
They ate dinner . They drank some wine, too . As a joke, 
they toasted President Madison . They lifted up their 
wine glasses and thanked him for the wine . 

After dinner, the British soldiers started smashing 
things . They smashed the dishes . They smashed the 
table . They smashed the chairs . 

The soldiers ran up and down in the President’s 
House looking for things to steal . They took the spoons 
and forks . They took the buckles from Mrs . Madison’s 
shoes . They even took the love letters her husband had 
sent her! The house was ransacked .

Then the British general ordered his men to set 
the house on fire . The soldiers lit their torches . Then 
they went from room to room . They lit the drapes on 
fire . They burned the beds . They burned the desks and 
chairs . They even burned Mrs . Madison’s dresses .



This image shows how the President’s House looked after it was burned.

Then the British marched away . They did not care 
to take over the city . They just planned to burn it . 
Burning the city would be a heavy blow . The British 
hoped the Americans might feel like there was no 
longer hope and stop fighting .

Later that day a storm rolled in . The rain stopped 
most of the fires . But it was too late . Many of the 
buildings were already lost .

Later in the week, the Madisons came home . The 
President’s House was still standing . But it was a mess . 
The walls were black with soot . The windows were 
broken . All of their things had been stolen or burned . 
They felt they would never call the President’s House 
home again .


