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The Thief

One dark and stormy night while King Alfred was 
sleeping, a thief crept into his bedroom and stole the 
king’s golden ring . The next morning, when the king 
woke up, he saw that his ring was gone!

The king was very sad . 

“Someone stole my ring!” he cried in agony . “It 
was my father’s ring, and his father’s before him . It is a 
king’s ring . I must have it back!”

King Alfred was so upset in the morning; he could 
not eat his herring on toast . 



King Alfred summoned his twelve brave knights . 
Eleven of them came at once on horseback . Sir Gus the 
Fearless came later, on foot . Sir Gus explained why he 
was late . He explained that he had lost his horse .

“Why, good sir,” said the king, “you will not get 
very far on foot!”

“Yes, my lord . I mean no, my lord,” replied Sir Gus . 
“The problem is, your majesty, that when I am on my 
horse, I itch . I had such a bad itch last night that I fell 
off my horse and it ran off .”



“Well, you must stop itching then,” said the king .

“Yes, indeed,” replied Sir Gus, trying very hard not 
to itch .

Then the king told the knights what had happened . 
He told them he was counting on them to recover his 
ring .

The next day, at sunrise, eleven of the knights 
galloped off to find the thief .



Some time after lunch, Sir Gus was awakened by 
the king himself . 

“Not up yet?” asked the king . 

“Pardon me, my lord,” stammered Sir Gus . “I was 
just  .  .  .”

“Nevermind!” said the king . “There’s no need to 
explain . Why should you be up at the crack of dawn? 
For what can a knight do without a horse? But never 
fear! I have a gift for you . You may take my horse . But 
you must be careful, Sir Gus . My horse is the fastest in 
the land .”



Sir Gus got out of bed . He stretched and yawned 
loudly . Then he got dressed .

“Do not fear,” said Sir Gus, as he mounted the 
horse . “I am an—”

And with that, Sir Gus was carried off . The king’s 
horse had shot off like an arrow .


