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The Hungry Troll

King Alfred was delighted when Sir Gus gave him 
his ring . 

“How did you find it so quickly?” he asked .

Sir Gus shrugged and said, “It was nothing, sire—
just a bit of good luck .”

“I see you are not only brave and clever,” said the 
king . “You are modest as well!”

The king slipped the ring back on his finger . Then 
he had all his other knights come to a meeting .

“Knights,” he said, “brave Sir Gus has recovered my 
ring . You may all go home .” 

The knights rode off to their homes in the country . 
They carried with them the story of Sir Gus and the 
king’s ring . The story was told far and wide . Sir Gus 
became a very famous knight .



For a long time, all was well . Each day the king 
would hunt, fish, and eat . Each night he slept 
peacefully in his bed . 

Months passed . Then one snowy winter morning, 
there came the sound of thunder . Except it was not 
thunder . It was the thunderous cry of a troll . 

The troll had woken from a long sleep . It was very 
hungry . A troll is a monstrous beast . It will eat a lot of 
things, but it is very fond of people . 

King Alfred was frightened . He woke up when the 
troll cried out . He feared for the safety of his kingdom . 
He sent for his knights .



At once, eleven brave knights came . They too were 
woken by the loud cry of the troll .

However, Sir Gus the Fearless did not come . The 
cries of the troll had not woken him . He was still 
tucked up in bed snoring . At last, the king could wait 
no longer . He sent one of the other knights to fetch Sir 
Gus .

Sometime after lunch, Sir Gus came . He was tired 
and hungry . He had a bad cold . His nose was swollen 
and red .

“What kept you?” asked the king . “Did you not 
hear the sound of the troll?”

“Doe, your dajesty,” said Sir Gus, “I did dot . I have a 
dold in my doze,” replied Sir Gus .

“Well it must have stopped up your ears, too!” said 
the king . “Hear me, knights! I am concerned . We must 
do something to stop this monstrous troll! We must 
keep this loathsome beast from eating all of the people 
in my kingdom! Who has a plan?”



“If I may, your majesty,” said the knight known as 
Sir Tom, “I know that trolls are scared of fire . We could 
make a fire near the troll’s home and scare it .”

“I like it!” said the king . “See that it is done!”

Eleven of the knights went to get torches . Then 
they rode off to find the troll . 

Sir Gus, however, did not ride off at once . He crept 
into the king’s kitchen and helped himself to a big slice 
of pie .


