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Mister Gomez 

Mister Gomez is at the inn the next 
morning . He takes them outside and 
points to a stone with his cane .

“This stone has stood here for a 
long, long time,” Mister Gomez says . 
“It has stood here much longer than 
me . This stone is from the time of the 
Aztec Empire .”

“The what?” Kay asks .

“The Aztec Empire,” says Mister 
Gomez . “Back in the past, Aztec men 
cut stones like this one and stacked 
them up to make shrines to their 
gods .”





“The Aztecs had lots of gods,” Mister 
Gomez says . “They had a sun god, a 
moon god, and a rain god . Then, one 
day, the Spanish came . They were led 
by a man named Cortez . His goal was 
to be in charge of Mexico .” 

“Cortez led his men on a long 
march . He and his men kept marching 
until they got to the spot where we are 
standing . Here they clashed with the 
Aztec troops . The Aztec troops were 
brave, but in the end, the Spanish came 
out on top . Cortez and his men were in 
charge of Mexico .”





“Cortez and the Spanish did not 
respect the Aztecs . The Spanish 
knocked down the Aztec shrines and 
used the stones to make roads and 
streets and forts .” 





Mister Gomez waves his cane and 
says, “Lots of the stones in this square 
were cut back in Aztec times . They 
were used to make Aztec shrines . Then 
they were used by Cortez and the 
Spanish . And we still use them today .” 

Martez says, “That is so cool that we 
are standing on the same stones!” 

The smile on Kay’s face tells that she 
thinks so, too . 

Kay’s mom jabs Kay’s dad in the 
side and says, “Looks like we are fine 
without that book of yours!”




